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ants are doomed to work on the week-day,
to the utter exclusion of the means of intel-
lectual and moral improvement, show a gene-
ral want of good feeling and liberality on
the part of the masters. In no trade do I
think such petty tyranny, and extortion of
time and labour are exercised as in that of
the chemist and druggist. Instead of keep-
ing my assistants ill a cold and cheerless

shop, often unemployed, or engaged in trifles
as an excuse for prolonging servitude, they
are at liberty, at set,eii or eight o’clock every
evening, oreveit earlier, to employ tlieinselves
as they please. ’
From these prefatory remarks you will

perceive that I am a friend to freedom, and
therefore ready to lend my humble aid to any
plan for increasing individual liberty. But
I must own to the Committee that I cannot
but regard these resolutions as embodying
something very anomalous and sitspicioits. It

seems, by the first, that while the shops are
to be closed, the assistant is to be kept in
waiting to serve in cases of NECESSITY. Then,
if he be confined, why should he be shut up
without a ray of Heaven’s light? Why is
the appearance of freedom to be held out to
the public, while the reality of slavery is

kept up within, by the assistant being still
confined to serve in cases of necessity ?
What increases the suspicious aspect of

No. 1 is, that No. 2, which is to grant the
weary assistants liberty to go to bed at TEN
O’CLOCK (almost the hour of midnight), was
was carried on) y by a small majority !
This alone would demonstrate to me that

kindness to the assistants is only an osteu-
sible reason for some other purpose,&mdash;
mere pretext for carrying some underhand
object. This object I can easily believe is
to spread a spirit of unchristian asceticism
and gloominess over the Sabbath, to increase
its srrrntity, as it is termed, but in reality to
subjugate conscience to the ideas of fanati-
cal sectarians, xn’llose narrowed minds know
no happiness but in seeing es erybody bound
down to their set forms and ceremonies; who,
in short, i% ish to be able (without loss to their
pockets) to drive their assistants and ser-

vants from the confined limits of the shop,
to the impure air of chapels and conventicles.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

C. R. S.
March 7, 1839.

MOTION OF MR. O’BRIEN, M.P.
AND THE DUBLIN HOSPITALS.

To the Editor of Tne LANCET.

SIR :&mdash;When I address so tried a reformer
as you, I need make no iutroduction to
the abuse to which I beg to direct your at-
tention. Mr. W. S. O’Brien has moved for

returns from " the infirmaries, fever hos-
pitals, and dispensaries " in Ireland, but he
has, unwittingly, no doubt, omitted to in-
clude the hospitals of Ireland. Now, to a
casual reader, this omission may appear to
be unimportant, but it is quite otherwise.
The hospitals of this city and other large
towns in Ireland, are numerous, and receive
large"public grants ; and if Mr. O’Brien’s
intentions be, as I suppose they must, to ob-
tain such information as will lead to the
reformation of existing evils, surely it is
not the best mode of proceeding, to omit in-
quiring into the constitution of such exten-
sive medical charities as are the hogpitals of
Ireland. The wording of his notice excludes
every hospital in Ireland, excepting "fever
hospitals," inasmuch as that the other " me-
dical charities" of Ireland are placed under
the denominations of " infirmaries and dis-
pensaries." This city contains several hos-
pitals receiving parliamentary grants and
other public money; and, according to Mr.
O’Brien’s notice, all these notoriousjobs will
escape inquiry, and consequent reform. I
will not trespass further on your valuahle
time than to express my sincere conviction
that yon will direct your immediate atten-
tion to this matter, and cause the order for
the returns to be amended by the addition
of these words,- and every hospital in
Ireland which is supported wholly, or in
part, by public funds," or words to that
effect.

Trusting that you will pardon this liberty
from a reformer, although a stranger, I have
the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient
servant,

JUSTICE.
Dublin, March 6, 1839. -

Some of the Dublin hospitals which are
not included under the returns called for by
Mr. O’Brien ; to omit a scrutinising in-
quiry into each of them will be to encou-

rage the most shameful abuses of public
, money:-

Lying-in Hospital; Steevens’ Hospital ;
Mercer’s Hospital; Incurable Hospital;
Richmond Hospital; Meath Hospital; City
of Dublin Hospital; Foundling Hospital;
St. Vincent’s Hospital.

CORONERS’ INQUESTS. - Sir R. INGLIS, on the
9th inst, moved in the House of Commons
for returns from the Coroners of England
and Wales, of all inquisitions held by them

during the years 1837 and 1838, in cases

where death was found by verdict of jury
to have been caused by poison.


